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Chilliwack Gets Funding for the Replacement of Vedder Bridge and Upgrades to the Parkview 
Water System  
Projects approved under Canada’s Small Communities Fund 

 
July 10, 2015 Chilliwack, British Columbia 
 
Residents of Fraser Valley will benefit from the replacement of the Vedder Bridge in Chilliwack and 
improvements to the Parkview Water System in Cultus Lake thanks to joint funding from the governments 
of Canada and British Columbia through the Small Communities Fund.  
 
In Chilliwack, the Vedder Bridge project will replace the existing two-lane steel thru-truss bridge over the 
Vedder River with a new two-lane steel plate girder bridge with shoulders and multi-use pathways. Both 
the north and south approaches to the bridge will also be updated. Additionally, a new single-lane 
roundabout will modernize the junction of Vedder Road and Chilliwack Lake Road. Collectively, all of 
these upgrades will improve traffic flow and help to ensure safer commuting. 
 
In Cultus Lake, residents will soon have relief from poor water quality, low water pressure and firefighting 
challenges. Part of the funding announced today will permit the community to upgrade the Parkview 
Water System. The work will result in approximately 70 residences having access to more reliable, clean, 
potable drinking water and fire protection. When completed, the system will produce a volume of potable 
water that meets regulatory requirements and is sufficient to allow neighbouring subdivisions to also 
connect to the system. 
 
The projects announced today are among 55 recently approved in British Columbia that will collectively 
receive more than $128 million in joint federal-provincial funding under the Small Communities Fund. 
These projects represent important investments in municipal infrastructure that maintain safe, healthy 
communities. Once complete, the work will significantly improve key municipal services for residents and 
help boost regional development. 
 
Through the Small Communities Fund, the governments of Canada and British Columbia are working in 
partnership to provide funding for priority public infrastructure projects that deliver on local needs in 
communities across the province that have fewer than 100,000 residents. These investments support job 
creation and economic growth, thus sustaining a high quality of life in small communities across British 
Columbia for years to come. 
 

Quick Facts 
 
 For the Vedder Bridge Project in Chilliwack: 

o The Government of Canada will provide up to $4,187,916 through the Small Communities 
Fund for the project.  

o The Province of British Columbia will contribute up to $4,187,916 to this project. 
o The City of Chilliwack will be responsible for all remaining costs of the project. 
o The total estimated cost for this project is $12,563,750. 

 For the Parkview Water System Project in Cultus Lake 
o The Government of Canada will provide up to $63,250 through the Small Communities Fund 

for this project.  
o The Province of British Columbia will contribute up to $63,250 to the project. 
o Fraser Valley will be responsible for all remaining costs of this project. 
o The total estimated cost for this project is $189,750. 

 The 55 projects approved for funding in British Columbia under the Small Communities Fund so far 
include 24 drinking water projects, 22 wastewater projects, four major roads projects, two disaster 
mitigation projects, two brownfield remediation projects and one solid waste management project.  

 

Quotes 
 



 
“We are proud to invest in projects like these two in Chilliwack. They will benefit our community by 
improving much needed local infrastructure. Our Government’s commitment to municipalities, big and 
small, has never been stronger. Through the New Building Canada Plan’s Small Communities Fund, we 
are investing in priority infrastructure projects that have a positive and lasting impact on the quality of life 
of British Columbia’s residents while helping create jobs and economic growth.”  
 
Mark Strahl 
Member of Parliament for Chilliwack-Fraser Canyon 
On behalf of the Honourable Denis Lebel, Minister of Infrastructure, Communities and Intergovernmental Affairs and 
Minister of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec  

 
“This is great news for the region. Having reliable access to good clean drinking water is crucial to the 
residents of Cultus Lake using the Parkview Water System. As well, this upgrade will increase fire 
protection capability and provide for future increases in the population. And, in Chilliwack, this vital 
corridor will be safer for all motorists. These projects are a testament to our ongoing collaboration 
between all levels of government to make investments in important community infrastructure.” 
 
Laurie Throness 
MLA for Chilliwack-Hope 

 
“I would like to extend gratitude on behalf of Chilliwack City Council for Federal and Provincial funding 
through the New Building Canada Fund. Without this funding, it would not be possible to replace the 
Vedder Bridge, which serves as an important transportation link for Chilliwack and surrounding areas. A 
replacement bridge has long been supported not only by our municipality, but also by residents from 
surrounding areas, the Fraser Valley Regional District and nearby electoral area directors.” 
 
Sharon Gaetz 
Mayor of Chilliwack and Chair of the Fraser Valley Regional District 
 

“The Fraser Valley Regional District is committed to ensuring that all of its residents have access to safe 
and secure drinking water.  We are grateful to the provincial and the federal governments for matching 
funds that will allow us to upgrade one of our community water systems and will improve water quality 
and pressure for Electoral Area H residents. This project will also enhance our ability to provide adequate 
fire protection to our community." 
 
Taryn Dixon 
Director, Electoral Area H 
Fraser Valley Regional District 

 

Associated Links 
 
To learn more about the Small Communities Fund, please visit: www.infrastructure.gc.ca/plan/sc-cp-
eng.html.  
 
Learn more about the Small Communities Fund at work in British Columbia: 
www.gov.bc.ca/smallcommunitiesfund. 
 
For additional information on the New Building Canada Plan, visit: www.infrastructure.gc.ca/plan/nbcp-
npcc-eng.html. 
 
To learn more about the Government of Canada's focus on jobs and the economy consult Canada’s 
Economic Action Plan visit: www.budget.gc.ca/2015/home-accueil-eng.html.  
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